
Non-Residential Solar Choice Rates Overview

The Public Service Commission of South Carolina 
(PSC) has approved new solar rates for Duke Energy 
Carolinas (DEC), Duke Energy Progress (DEP), and 
Dominion Energy South Carolina (DESC). These 
rates are available to consumers applying for new 
service on or after June 1, 2021 and will be available 
to consumers for the next ten years.
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Rate Consumers are charged for electricity 
they use based on a time-of-use rate.

Minimum 
Monthly Bill Minimum monthly bill of $30.00

Net Excess 
Energy 
Credits

The PSC has not decided the actual 
rate that a consumer with solar will be 
paid if they produce more electricity 
than they use. 

Until the PSC makes a decision, 
consumers that produce more electricity 
than they use will receive a credit on 
their bill. Consumers will get $0.0270 
(DEC) or $0.0230 (DEP) per kWh 
produced. 

Once the PSC decides on the 
permanent rate, consumers will receive 
a credit on their bill at the end of each 
month. This credit remains with the 
consumer’s account and is carried over 
to the next year.

Rate Consumers are charged for electricity 
they use based on a time-of-use rate.

Minimum 
Monthly Bill

Minimum monthly bill that includes 
the current basic facilities charge 
and distributed energy resource 
charge.

Net Excess 
Energy 
Credits

The PSC has not decided the actual 
rate that a consumer with solar will be 
paid if they produce more electricity 
than they use. 

Until the PSC makes a decision, 
consumers that produce more 
electricity than they use will receive a 
credit on their bill based on DESC’s 
Rate 16 rate schedule.

Once the PSC decides on the 
permanent rate, consumers will 
receive a credit on their bill at the 
end of each month. Consumers will 
receive payment from DESC for any 
excess credit at the end of each year.

Considering Going Solar? 
The ORS encourages consumers to explore all 
options of renewable energy. However, choosing 
to go solar can be an investment— consumers 
need to do their homework, check prices from 
several sources, and think carefully about which 
choice is best for their individual needs. 

Docket Nos. 2020-264-E 
and 2020-265-E

Docket No. 
2020-229-E

https://cdn-dominionenergy-prd-001.azureedge.net/-/media/pdfs/south-carolina/rates-and-tariffs/rate16.pdf?la=en&rev=45d0db71b41447528d0d285b8226876e&hash=80FD743AD956BADCF0B9AB89555D556B
https://cdn-dominionenergy-prd-001.azureedge.net/-/media/pdfs/south-carolina/rates-and-tariffs/rate16.pdf?la=en&rev=45d0db71b41447528d0d285b8226876e&hash=80FD743AD956BADCF0B9AB89555D556B
https://dms.psc.sc.gov/Web/Dockets/Detail/117615
https://dms.psc.sc.gov/Web/Dockets/Detail/117616
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001MYoSyFFpr0Tq0lyv_qRsJQsp3U3CiuVOAFA4-DFQPU-7OWHkDiqK7dWo0k0gE0iF5U_CIqNaUYcedyGJesQ8dW7SedVrGcri6RMAXE_UF9B4_Ak1gxfcdR8gyp1UAtgzrZQqmoncPGTlMgCtZRthLolnM4OTf9xgf3vZL2I00AmEZeQj7pou2A==&c=0Ybi5wLXR_Vi3QoCkIY3Z3jsi91L3Hl2qIqZJTJ5MyKha94uomd_DQ==&ch=BY1228ue2LoEH8hAFduAU7D4nQVmjEo_FuBGPN0nJwcuUeKa5DGnQw==


What is a Time-of-Use (TOU) rate?  
A time-of-use rate varies the price of electricity depending on 
the time of day, season, and day type (weekday or weekend/holiday). 
Higher rates are charged during the on-peak hours (when people are 
home from work and school in the evenings), and lower  rates  are 
charged during off-peak hours (when people are usually away from 
their homes). The price of electricity is also typically higher in summer 
months than in winter months.
 
How does a TOU rate affect consumers with solar?  
Solar typically produces electricity during off-peak hours (when the sun 
is out during the day). When consumers use electricity in the evening 
(on-peak), they are charged a higher price for the electricity. Consumers 
with solar may produce enough electricity to cover their usage during on-peak times, but still end up paying a bill 
because of the higher price to use electricity in the evenings. With a change in electricity usage patterns, such 
as the use of load-control devices, consumers with solar may reduce or offset their electricity bill.
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About the Office of Regulatory Staff
The ORS represents consumers of investor-owned utilities in South Carolina before the PSC. The PSC is the 
state agency that sets utilities’ rates. The ORS must look at the impact to the consumer and utilities’ continued 
investment in reliable and high-quality services.

South Carolina Energy Freedom Act 
Act 62, known as the South Carolina Energy Freedom Act, was passed in 2019. This Act addresses topics 
focused on renewable energy and net energy metering. 

•	 Customer-generators who applied for net metering before May 16, 2019, will receive credit at the full retail 
electric rate until December 31, 2025.

•	 Customer-generators who applied for net metering between May 16, 2019 and May 31, 2021 will receive 
credit at the full retail electric rate until May 31, 2029.

•	 Beginning June 1, 2021, “Solar Choice Metering Tariffs” will apply to new customer-generators.

Impact to consumers 
that do not have solar
Non-solar consumers could 
see a change in their bills 
when the company has its 
next rate hearing and the 
cost to provide service is 
evaluated.


